
 

 

Jags at Play: The E-Type at Sixty. Photo by Silverstone Classics 

President Sean: Stop the 

presses! The NBCC recently 

made the news with an article 

that readers could learn about 

our 20th anniversary as well as 

the work our club does for the 

community and other topics of 

interest. If you haven’t read it, 

you can find the story here: 

“Niagara British Car Club 

celebrates 20 years.” It also happened to generate some new 

members. Welcome Roger and Kathy Reynolds and former 

member David Young (Jagmaster) 

Also, our thanks go out to Don Osadek for suggesting the winning 

design (above) for our 20th anniversary crest. It looks great, Don. 

Our graphic artist friend Peter Ronan in Toronto added a 

Flywheel:  
The Open Road Beckons 
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professional polish to Don’s design. Stay tuned for instructions on 

adding this to your wardrobe.  

This month the NBCC will resume club activities such as a general 

meeting to be held outdoors. If the destination isn’t provided by 

press time, a communication will follow shortly afterwards.  

We will also look forward to some drive-by runs for long term care 

facilities in the region with details to follow soon. So this month is 

looking good for the club to gather and enjoy some time together 

and enjoy our LBCs out on the road.  

Safety fast, everyone! 

Editor Jim: President Sean recently made the excellent 

observation that our cars are some of the best therapy we could 

have during these times. With the prospect of soon being able to 

climb out of our foxholes and actually get together to b.s. over 

beers, here are a couple of talking points we might be able to 

argue about. 

What are the best pandemic cars? Hopefully this is now becoming 

a dated topic, but in a recent Hagerty column, Jay Leno described 

the best cars to drive around during a pandemic. Among the 

choices from his collection were a 1949 Plymouth station wagon 

and a ’59 Olds hardtop. These are cars that don’t tick people off. 

They are egalitarian, nostalgic, slow, smile-inducing old rides that 

the common public relates to on a personal level. They cheer 

others simply because they exist. They are survivors, and survival 

has been much on our minds the past year.  



Our LBCs have been perfect pandemic cars. They are mostly slow, 

cheerful, and non-threatening. Their owners are approachable, 

and the folks watching them go by either had one back in the day 

or know someone who did. Enthusiasm is the one contagion that 

needs no cure. 

What happened to pretty cars? Further on we celebrate the 60th 

year of the Jaguar XKE, the E-Type, widely acknowledged as the 

most beautiful car in the world. Enzo Ferrari thought so. Its design 

is matched by few other vehicles; possibly a pre-war Talbot Lago 

or something of that ilk. But the Jag was mass produced and its 

beauty was widely available. Who makes pretty cars today? The 

E-Type today would be impossible. Among our current sporty cars, 

aggressive looks have replaced grace. Today, it’s not a sports car 

unless it has giant wheels, an angry grill, aero add-ons, and a pill 

box greenhouse. The pickup drivers of today in their monster 

Tonka toys would dismiss the Jag as too feminine. Too Bad. Am I 

wrong? Feel free to disagree and we’ll print it.  

Club Business: Virtual Meetings 

Executive Meeting June 2  

Attending via Google Meet were President Sean, Veep Evans, and 

Treasurer Pete along with Garry, Jim C. and yours truly.  

It was a light agenda, starting off with tentative optimism that we 

can soon get back to normal club activities. 

The new crest (above) has been pretty much finalized and we’re 

awaiting feedback from an embroidery company as to whether the 



smaller print can be legibly stitched. Hangups seems to no longer 

exist, so we are looking for another place to shop. 

Pete reported that Pleasant Manor and Tufford Manor are both 

enthusiastic about another club drive-by. As soon as we can, we 

will. 

It was agreed to hold the June general meeting via Google Meet 

with an actual outdoor meeting likely for July. 

June 8th General Meeting 

There was a good turnout of at least 20 members, including 

former (now renewed) club member Dave Young sitting in on the 

conversation. It was good to see you again, Dave.  

We appear to be on the cusp of increased club activity. As has 

become commonplace, there was quite a bit of discussion 

regarding when and how we will be returning to more normal 

activities.  

 Members are scouting out local parks to check on washroom 

availability and hours. We want our July general meeting to 

be in person and outdoors, most likely in Queenston, but 

other parks will also be considered.  

 We are also looking forward to doing our drive-and-stop visits 

at some of the local long term care homes and are awaiting 

their go-ahead to do so.  

 A tentative date of July 24th has been set for this year’s first 

formal club run, a tour of the Halton Hills area. Mike Hupel 

has mapped out a route that will begin around Casablanca 



Blvd in Grimsby and take us up into the hills north of 

Burlington, including Hidden Valley Park and an attack on 

Snake Road. We can hardly wait.  

 Until all of this happens, members are encouraged to put 

together their own smaller pop-up runs.  

 Bruce Bowman and Pete Moffett announced that they would 

get their Wednesday morning coffee meets going again at 

their local Tim Horton’s. (see below)  

 Our 20th anniversary club crest was still in search of a 

company to embroider it, but that likely will have been 

determined by the time you are reading this. 

Car Chatter: Pete is happy to have his E-Type back on the road 

again. Bruce is making good progress on his Jensen GT but is 

waiting for the border to reopen so he can chase some needed 

parts south of the ditch. And after a 4-year restoration, Cameron 

has licenced his TR3. On the downside, he had to wait 90 minutes 

for the plates at the St Catharines office of Service Ontario. It 

seems Service Ontario is an oxymoron, at least at that location. 

Many were quick to share their secret…that things move a lot 

faster at the smaller offices, especially in the Southern Tier.  

  



Members’ News:  

On June 16th Bruce Bowman and Pete Moffett brought back their 

weekly Wednesday morning Coffee Tyme gatherings at Timmies. 

There was a pretty decent turnout for the first one in June. Check 

out some familiar faces. 

These 10:00 am 

Wednesday coffee 

meetings at Glendale and 

the QEW are open to all 

who wish to show up. 

 

Photos: Pete Moffett 

 

  



Jim Collacott, Artist: During last month’s virtual executive 

meeting, we were all admiring the MG-TC painting behind Jim’s 

shoulder. Well, he painted that, and very well, we might add. 

 

That led to a discussion that we could get to know our members 

better if we highlighted some of their non-automotive skills and 

hobbies. So don’t be bashful…tell us of your artistic and musical 

abilities, your sewing skills, model building, etc. and we’ll give you 

a shout out. 

In the meantime, Jim reminisces:  

“In my university days, a lifetime ago now, I drove a 1954 MG TF. It 
was BRG with a Cameron Tartan top. Several times the comment 
‘Neat dune buggy’ or ‘Where did you get that dune buggy from?’ 



came my way. The MG had a small Hollywood muffler and a 2-inch 
tailpipe. At about 2500 rpm, it resonated rather nicely. Our 
neighbour called it the 'roaring bathtub.’ I attended the 'T' 
gathering in Vermont and, crossing the border, I was asked where I 
was headed and when I told the officer he said, ‘In that?!’ 

I got hold of a parts MGA with the idea of putting the wire wheels 
on the TF. Much more complex job than I could handle. I got ‘What 
do you want that pile of junk for?’ and it was suggested that I had 
a desire to preserve old English sports cars. 

Flash forward to the current MG. I was filling up at a station just 
down the street from an elementary school when two young girls 
came by and said, ‘Wow what a neat car—it is just my size, can I 
have it?’ I told them they would have to wait in line. 

There are many times I've been asked the year and given thumbs 
up by passing motorists. 

The latest, just recently, I was driving home and was stopped at a 
light in the Fallsview area. A tall gentleman and a small girl crossed 
in front of me, the little girl eying the car. I smiled and waved at 
her. Both the gentleman and girl smiled and waved back with the 
girl exclaiming, ‘Is it ever tiny!’ 

I'm sure there are many similar tales out there. 

Safe motoring ... Jim” 

 
Thanks, Jim, and once more we invite our readers to share their 
driving memories with us. 
 

  



News from the Wheelhouse: Lookie, lookie… Marigold has a 

brand-new steering wheel.  

While Marigold was 

slumbering over the 

winter, Sean and 

Vicki persuaded 

Santa to bring her a 

new steering wheel. 

Next time you see 

Marigold, be sure to 

compliment her on 

their choice. 

Question: Does this make Sean and Vicki guidance counsellors?  

And, your editor has always liked the look of banjo steering 

wheels, but at this stage in his life, he is not likely to buy a whole 

car just to get one. This was spotted atop the pile of MG detritus 

that Sean dragged home last winter. An offer to purchase became 

instead, a gratefully received gift.  

 



Some fresh paint on the hub, some steel wool on the spokes, and a 

top dressing of acrylic floor finish on the rim and horn button and 

presto, something else to hang on the wall. Thanks, Sean! 

Features: 

Happy 60th Birthday E-Type 

Has any vehicle design ever had a greater impact upon its 

introduction than did the Jaguar XKE at the March 1961 Geneva 

Auto Show? In order to make the show on time, 9600 HP, the very 

first E-Type coupe ever seen by the public, had been driven “flat 

out” in the company’s parlance by Jag executive Bob Berry. On the 

show floor, the car created such a frenzy of orders that test driver 

Norman Dewis back in Coventry, was ordered to deliver its 

roadster sister, BRG 77. It was late in the day and Dewis was told 

to have the car at the show the next morning. He delivered just in 

time after driving through the night at mostly triple-digit speeds. 

Imagine delivering precious prototype vehicles in such a fashion in 

this day and age. The rest, they say, is history, so we won’t repeat 

it here. That can all be found with the click of a mouse. What we 

will do is highlight our club E-Types and salute their owners for 

their good taste, as well as for keeping them alive and happy.  



  

Lee and Margo Peekstok Pete and Lynda Moffett 

Mike and Kathryn O’Rourke Herb McKay and Vicki Mowers 

Garry Lemon 



No doubt there will be hundreds of events in the enthusiast world 

marking the E-Type’s 60th birthday, but a notable one will be the 

Silverstone Classic at the end of this month in the UK. A record grid 

of 58 E-Type racers is expected. What! They couldn’t find two more 

entries? Sadly, celebrations for the E-Type at this year’s now 

postponed British Car Day at Bronte will have to wait till next year. 

Pete Moffett reminds us that the E-Type isn’t the only Jag 

anniversary this year. The Mark X sedan was also introduced in 

1961. Also the V-12 engine turns 50 this year, the XK-8 marks its 

25th birthday, and the X-Type is 20. 

Speaking of the V-12, here’s one in somewhat different 

surroundings: 

 

1932 Ford with Jag V12 power, Port Colborne Cruise Night Photo by Jim Martin 



Lee Peekstok mentions that an E-Type is among the Museum of 

Modern Art’s gallery of ground-breaking auto designs in New York. 

The roadster keeps company with a Volkswagen Beetle, a Citroën 

DS, a 1946 Cisitalia, an early Willys Jeep, and several other timeless 

designs. 

That’ll Buff Out: Auction Madness. 

 

Holy Cow! In May this XK150S Jaguar drop head coupe sold at 
Bonhams in the UK for nine times the projected winning bid. When 
the gavel dropped, this fractured feline had sold for an astounding 
90 000 pounds…nearly 154 000 dollars Canadian! Bonhams called 
this project “an opportunity not to be missed”. They claim that 
restored to concours condition, the car will be worth three times 
what the buyer paid. We’ll see, but a total restoration of this sad 
hulk will be deep into the six figures leaving little room for profit. 



At least two buyers wanted this car really bad. Did they know of 
some unknown provenance, or possibly a spare tire stuffed full of 
heroin? It apparently is a rare model, but really!? More charitably, 
we are happy that this neglected wreck may yet see the road 
again. You editor is now wishing he had held on to his XK150S, but 
that’s a story for another day. 

BTW the late owner walked away 
from his collision with a tree back 
in 1996, but judging from the 
condition of the steering wheel, he 
did so with a badly bruised thorax. 
He never did put in an insurance 
claim. He was apparently too 

embarrassed. And so the car sat until this year. 

Of Ducks and Bantams: The Donald Duck Car  

In the last issue I had a bit of fun at my own expense with a photo 

of yours truly sitting in an American Bantam roadster. I mis-

identified it as an Austin, but the Austin Bantam was the forerunner 

of the American Bantam, which was assembled using Austin 

components in Butler, Pennsylvania. It turns out that last month’s 

title, When Life Imitates Art, could have just as easily been 

reversed. It seems in this case art imitated life. I have since come 

across a couple of sources that state that Walt Disney used the 

Bantam roadster as its inspiration for Donald Duck’s 1934 Belchfire 

roadster.  



 

Similar variations have also shown up in other strips and cartoons. 

Who knew? Not I apparently.  

Anyway, if you would like to check out a cache of barn-find 

Bantams here’s a video for you: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wU37I64-yd0. Cue ahead to 

the 11 minute mark if you are in a hurry. The video gets a bit 

tedious at times but the five Bantams recovered from the barn will 

make cool little rides. I’ll take the woodie. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wU37I64-yd0


Vintage Austin for Sale: We seem 

to be on a theme here. Not quite 

an Austin Bantam but more like a 

welterweight; this rare 1938 

British Austin 4-passenger 

convertible is for sale. Described 

as being in “GOOD, solid condition 

with original motor and side 

curtains”, it looks pretty primo. 

$14,500 CND. 514-745-6278. 

(Montreal Area)  

Planning a Club Run: First of all leave this road off the route. 

 

Photo: Dieter Klein 

Seriously, we are looking for someone to put together an August 

run. If you have never organized a club car run, we can assure you 

it’s not hard to do. It is also a lot of fun. Some years back on our old 

website, we had a guide on how to go about putting a run together. 

However, rather than stuff another three pages into the Flywheel, I 

will happily send any interested members their own copy. Just 

email me at themartins@farnhamhouse.com 

Meanwhile we salute club newbie Mike Hupel for organizing the 

Halton Hills run, tentatively scheduled for the 24th of this month. 

mailto:themartins@farnhamhouse.com


Too much free time this past year? 
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Thanks for reading. Contributions gratefully accepted. Jim 
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